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Early Years Fee Charging Policy

Policy Statement
This policy outlines how families can access funded early education at the Tadpoles Nursery School settings [Chelsea and Kensington].  Here we explain which elements are ‘free’ of charge and where charges might be applied for additional hours and services.

Our settings are committed to offering fair, transparent and accessible provision for all families, while maintaining high-quality early education.

1. Accessing Funded Only Entitlement Hours
All children eligible for funded early education will be able to access their universal or extended hours at our settings without any compulsory charge for the funded provision.

What is included in this:
· 15 hours Universal Entitlement for all 3 and 4 year olds
· 15 hours Entitlement for Busy 2’s families
· 30 Hours for 9 month olds and 4 year old eligible working families.

The funded hours are offered flexibly between 08:30 and 15:30, Monday – Friday, term time only over 38 weeks per academic year.

Parents can request a place that only uses the funded entitlement within the operational hours of the settings.

A limited number of term-time-only funded places may be available and will be offered without any obligation to purchase additional hours and services.

2. Accessing Additional Hours and Additional Services
Parents may choose to purchase:
· Additional hours outside their child’s entitlement.
· Additional services not covered by the government-funded hours (see section 2.1)

These charges are optional and are clearly communicated to parents in advance – can be found on our website and are also available upon request.

2.1. Chargeable Extra’s (Optional)
These are additional to the basic model and may include but are not limited to:
· Healthy and varied snacks – mid morning and mid afternoon
· Healthy and varied, catered lunch – all dietaries and allergies are catered for
· Nappies, pull-ups and wipes – additional
· Enrichment Activities – teachers and materials – drama, dance, music, yoga, playball, tennis, rugby, football, ecology, forest school, languages, swimming
· Outings and trips
· Consumables ie baking/cooking and play-food items (playdough ingredients), play sand etc
· Laundry
· Personal care items

3. Current Rates for Additional Hours and Services

A full breakdown is provided in our Fees section on our website

4. Registration Fees
A one-off registration fee of £205.00 pay be charged only to families accessing paid hours (beyond the funding entitlement).  This fee contributes to administrative costs associated with setting up a child’s place and is not applied to families taking up only their funded entitlement hours.
The registration fee is:
· Non-refundable once a place is confirmed
· Not a condition for families accessing only funded hours

5. Invoicing and Payments
Invoices for additional hours and services are issued termly in advance, with clear itemisation. 
All additional charges are shared with parents at enquiry and during our in school and online tours
We offer a variety of payment options to help support our families, many of whom are facing financial difficulties.

6. Notice Periods and Refunds
For changes to or withdrawals a full terms notice is required.  Refunds for absences  - such as holidays or sickness are not issued unless agreed in exceptional circumstances.

7. Contact and Support
For any queries about funding eligibility or changes, please contact:
Francesca Short
Email: francescashort@tadpolesnursery.com
Phone: 07899 666 916

Families are able to check their eligibility and apply for extended entitlements via the BEST START IN LIFE website: https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/
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